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INTRODUCTION

Hey there my fellow future engineers! My name is Spiridon
Sklavenitis and I’m the Education Officer for the Monash
Engineering Students’ Society (more commonly known as
MESS). I’m also a second-year mechanical engineering
student.

The transition from high school to university is a huge
change for most people. You are pushed out of your
comfort zone, and I know during my first year just how
hard it was to become comfortable with the different
structures in uni. That’s the reason we made this guide.
This guide is full of all the things we wish we knew
ourselves coming into our first university year.

If you still have any questions or queries after reading this
guide, don’t be afraid to ask questions! Your peers,
lecturers, faculty staff, and MESS representatives are
always happy to help. You can find us in the MOFF (MESS
Office) located next to Kenneth Hunt Lawn, or you can
shoot me a message at spiridon.sklavenits@mess.org.au. 

Can’t wait to see you all around campus!

Spiridon Sklavenitis (he/him)
Education Officer
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Before we begin, It’s important to state some definitions for keywords here at
Monash. Here, you’ll find a list of words and acronyms that are commonly
used within your course.

Allocate+: Located within my.monash, Allocate+ is used to create your own
personal timetable each semester. You can also access Allocate+ by simply
searching “Allocate plus Monash”. You can also search online for “my.monash”,
then sign in with your university email and password for your Okta account,
select the tile that reads “my timetable”, and scroll to the button that reads
“allocate+ login”

Collusion: Collusion, like plagiarism, is when you submit an assessed task that
is not entirely your own. Plagiarism is where, for example, you copy someone’s
JavaScript code and pass it off as your own. Collusion is where someone
might send you their code, and you form your own code from that. Or, if you
copied their code, but edited it to make it look like your own. It is
understandable for students to want to help each other and work together,
but it is important to note the times when you can do this and the times in
which this would be a breach of academic integrity. 

Core unit: This is a compulsory unit that must be completed to finish a
degree. For example, you cannot complete an engineering degree without
having completed ENG1005 (Engineering Mathematics).

CPD: Continuous Professional Development (CPD) is a compulsory
professional practice requirement for all engineering students at Monash. A
written record of all your CPD activities and skill reflections are found on
Student Futures under the ‘Engineering CPD’ tab. More detailed information
on CPD can be found here. 

GLOSSARY

3

https://my.monash.edu/
https://www.monash.edu/engineering/current-students/professional-development/continuous-professional-development


Echo360: A software which is used to store your recorded lectures. Your unit
coordinators should upload this link to Moodle, otherwise, you can log in with
your Monash student account here.

Elective: A unit that is not compulsory to complete your degree. These may be
core units for other degrees, but if it is not a core unit for your chosen degree,
then it is your elective.

FaME: Friends and Mentors in Engineering is a program designed to help ease
the transition from high school to university by providing every first year with
peer mentors. See the section on FaME for more information. 

ITP Metrics: For most engineering units’ group assessments, an online peer
assessment system called ITP Metrics is used to rate your teammates. You and
your group members can rate each other’s performance on an assignment and
leave comments for your lecturers to read. This is so that group assignments are
marked FAIRLY. Your mark for that group assessment overall is adjusted
accordingly based on your ITP Metrics result. You will receive a Peer Assessment
Factor (PAF), which is just a number to indicate performance. 0.95-1 is a normal
result, whereas 1.1 means you did a great job, but possibly too much work.
Anything below 0.9 generally means you are not doing enough for your group
assignment. 

Jaffy: A term of endearment for first years. We will leave it to you to figure out
what it stands for! Used in a sentence: “There’s a surprising amount of Jaffy’s in
the library this week, who would have thought first years were so good at
studying!”

Learn HQ: Another great resource Monash provides, designed to provide extra
support and guidance with your academic studies, language learning and
assessment needs. You can find this resource here.

GLOSSARY
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MOFF: Short for MESS Office. Located next to the Kenneth Hunt Lawn,
opposite E3 and the Mechanical Engineering office, this is the place where you
can ask us any questions. There will always be a MESS representative in the
Moff from 10 am - 3 pm, Monday to Thursday. We also have a microwave,
kettle and sandwich toaster, so feel free to drop by anytime! 

Moodle: Monash’s online learning platform. Moodle keeps you up to date with
what is due and when. It is essential to learn how to navigate Moodle and
check on each of your units regularly to see if there are any important
announcements. You can also find pre-workshop content, discussions, online
lectures, online quizzes and assignment uploading on Moodle. 

Moodle Forum: This is a subset of Moodle. Once you click on your unit page
within Moodle, generally under the “Communication” tile. Forums are like the
subject’s blog page - your unit coordinator and other teaching staff will
regularly post in these, and students are also able to ask for help on these
forums. It is IMPERATIVE that you regularly check these forums as well as your
emails. There are ways to turn these off if needed, also, more on that later.

Okta/Okta Verify: The multi-factor authentication system that Monash uses
to keep your information private and secure. Keep in mind that once you
download Okta Verify onto your mobile/laptop device, there are steps you
need to take if you wish to change that device- you cannot just “delete” the
app or you could risk losing access to your Monash account.

SEFS: Student Experience Feedback Survey. This is a survey run mid-way
through the semester, to allow you to give anonymous feedback and
suggestions to unit staff. This feedback can help improve your experience
within your units. 

GLOSSARY
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SETU: A Student Evaluation of Teaching and Units is a survey that allows you
to give honest and detailed feedback on your units. This survey runs at the
completion of your unit and is important for improving your educational
experience in engineering. 

SWOTVAC: Study Without Teaching Vacation period. This means classes are
over, and it is the week between the teaching period (when classes are held)
and the exam period (when exams are held).

Unit: Another word for a subject, such as “Introduction to Criminology”. These
are named with unit codes, which consist of three letters and four numbers.
For example, ENG1005, ATS1371, LAW1111. The first three letters indicate the
field of study the unit belongs to. For the subjects above, that would mean
Engineering, Arts and Law. The first number after the letter indicates what
level, or generally “year” this unit is. For the above unit codes, they would all
be level 1, or first-year units. The rest of the numbers are indicators for which
unit it is i.e. to distinguish ENG1005, a maths unit, from ENG1011: Engineering
Methods.

WAM: The Weighted Average Mark is the method Monash uses to measure
academic performance. Similar to your overall grade. Results are weighted
based on the credit points of the unit, and the year level of the unit. You may
also see academic performance measured using GPA, although WAM is the
primary measurement. 
 
WES: WES is Monash’s web enrolment system. WES is the place to view
information based on your enrolment, fees/scholarships, student services and
course progression. This is where your unofficial academic record as well as
the exam timetable can be viewed. 

GLOSSARY
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 Complete your compulsory modules:1.
You will be prevented from accessing information about your units until you
have completed your compulsory modules – so try to finish them as soon as
possible. The modules should only take an hour or two to complete

a.

 Set up your Monash inbox and keep up to date with your emails:2.
It’s very easy to set up your email inbox when you enrol and then never
check it until week 1 – avoid this at all costs. Monash will send you valuable
information about your course, orientation activities, and useful resources
even before week 1, and your unit coordinators will also reach out with
important unit information. Check your emails at least twice a week to
make sure you’re up to date

a.

 Join as a MESS Member and follow our social media:3.
MESS runs over 30 events throughout the year, including first year exclusive
events, like camp, study sessions, and bar nights. Becoming a member
costs $15 ($10 with MSA+), and you receive $5-10 off tickets to every event!
Follow our Instagram account or Facebook page (or both) to stay up to date
with all of our events and initiatives

a.

 Explore Moodle:4.
Moodle is Monash’s course management system – it is where you will find
all the information, resources, and assessment details you will need for your
units. Moodle can be quite confusing at the beginning, so dedicate an hour
to playing around with it. Review your units’ week 0 and week 1 content:
Most units will have easy yet necessary activities due by the beginning of
week 1. It should only take you a couple of hours to finish week 0 tasks and
to have a good idea of what the first week of each of your units will look like.
You may be prevented from accessing week 1 content and assessments if
you have not completed week 0, so don’t leave it until the last minute!

a.

Plan to attend orientation week:5.
Plan to visit Monash Clayton at least once between Monday 19th and Friday
23rd of February (we recommend visiting campus on two separate days).
Use Monash’s official O-Week Planner to check out what events are

a.

TOP 10 TASKS CHECKLIST
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6. Plan to attend your FaME tour:
We’ll explain FaME more later (check the Other Resources section) –
essentially it’s run by volunteer engineering students to help you transition
into university life. FaME tours are guided tours run during O-week by two
FaME mentors for a group of 10 first year engineering students – they are a
great way to meet other students and to become more familiar with
campus. You will receive an email about FaME a week or two out from O-
week – follow the instructions and turn up to your FaME tour during O-
week. If you miss your FaME tour, you can show up to the FaME stall
during O-week and you will be allocated a random tour – but this means
you won’t meet your FaME group during O-week

a.

7. Identify transport options:
Use google maps to find the best public transport option to get to and
from your campus. If you’re planning to drive, identify the different car
parks available to you (we recommend using the N1 carpark), and this
guide to set up payment for parking

a.

8. Find your classes and familiarise yourself with campus:
To avoid extra stress in your first week, we highly recommend you find the
locations of the buildings and individual classrooms for each of your
classes. You can find the locations for your classes on Allocate+, or the
Monash Study App

a.

9. Download the Monash Study App:
This app is the best way of checking your schedule on your phone.It
displays your classes in a week-by-week format with the locations of each –
and a map to help you get there. It also has a week-by-week view of your
assessments

a.

10. Plan to come on MESS camp:
MESS camp will be running from Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th of February –
keep this clear in your calendar. Camp consists of 120 first year engineering
students – this means you’ll already have friends in every class before the
semester even begins. Camp always sells out very fast, so make sure you’re
keeping up to date by following our socials

a.

Note: you must be 18+ years old by Friday 23rd of February to attendb.

TOP 10 TASKS CHECKLIST
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Monash has numerous places to get work done, and the best place to study
depends on what type of work you would like to do. It might also be worth
checking out the opening hours for each location if you’re planning to study
early or late, as the times are different for all locations and can change
throughout the year (e.g. opening times may differ during SWOTVAC and
semester breaks). 

THE MOST helpful tip I can give you is to download the lost on campus app
here, and use that to navigate through the campus!

Learning and Teaching Building (LTB): 
Located near the main bus terminal of Clayton campus, LTB has lots of rooms
that can be booked for smaller groups. The lecture halls and workshop spaces
are usually the biggest on campus, so expect a couple first-year core units to
be held here! The building is also open until midnight on weekdays, so if you
find yourself needing somewhere to study late at night the LTB is for you! 

Hot tip: The stairs leading up to the second level have some cool desks with
chargers that you can study at, and the stairs further down have some wicked
bean bags!

9
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Woodside Building for Technology and Design (left):
A new building located at 20 Exhibition Walk, the Woodside building has more than 30
learning spaces and many rooms set up for collaboration and interaction. You’ll also have
some first year classes here, and it is a great place to take advantage of all the new study
spaces and resources! It is basically a giant glass building- you can see the elevators! This
building also has large lecture halls, also expect many first-year units to be held in this
building- it is quickly becoming the engineering hub on campus!

Hot tip: There are some study spaces next to the large lecture hall on the lower ground that
are practically soundproof, and right next to some vending machines with a pretty great
selection of snacks!

GUIDE TO CAMPUS

Hargrave-Andrew Library (right):
Located at 13 College Walk, the Hargrave-Andrew library (HAL) is the science and
engineering library. With many engineering resources, prime location near engineering
buildings, and the Secret Garden café below, this library is a favourite among many
engineering students. There is also a wide range of computers on the first floor, and study
spaces ranging from collaborative to super silent! If you are meeting friends to study for an
assignment, or you are specifically in need of very very quiet spaces to study, this is where
I’d suggest you visit!

Hot tip: IF you’re struggling with a subject, it might be worth checking if the library has a
copy of the textbook you are using for your unit. Use the online link here to search and
access any available titles!

https://monash.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-explore/search?vid=MONUI&lang=en_US
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Sir Louis Matheson Library (image below):
Located near the LTB, Mathesons is the art, education, and business library. It’s
normally deemed to be the nicest library at Monash and is generally very
quiet. It has a great combination of quiet study spaces, computer labs and
bookable small rooms. 

Hot tip: This library is different to the Law-bry, which Is the law library closest
to the Menzies building.

GUIDE TO CAMPUS

Maker Space:
Maker Space is a state of the art fabrication facility located opposite to the
Woodside building. It houses several high end pieces of equipment like CNC
machines, lathes, drill presses. Maker space consists of workspaces such as the
composites area, sanding bay, electrical area, fabrication bay, and even a
kitchen for team members to make some food and grab a coffee. Maker Space
is home to several of Monash’s many student teams, giving them a space
where students can collaborate on their teams' various projects.
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Math Learning Centre (left): 
The MLC is located at 9 Rainforest Walk in room G39. It is located within the Mathematics
and Earth Atmosphere and Environment building. This is the first building on the right as
you leave the North 1 carpark (known as N1). The MLC provides help to students enrolled in
any maths-related units (e.g. ENG1090, ENG1005, ENG2005). The space consists of
whiteboards to let you work out those longer questions and a bookshelf filled with relevant
maths materials. The most valuable resource of this space is the on-duty staff available to
answer any and all questions. They are there from 10am-2pm on weekdays, with the
exception of public holidays.

GUIDE TO CAMPUS

First Year Learning Centre (right):
The First Year Learning Centre is in Engineering 60( 23 College Walk) in G21, it is next to the
Exam Hall Courtyard inside of a black glass room near the Alliance Lane computer labs. The
lounge is an open plan, shared workspace for first years. The space includes several utilities
to assist students in their units like 3D printers, oscilloscopes, tables for group projects and
more. The space also includes a fridge stocked full with milk and some milo- feel free to
treat yourself!
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Campus Centre (left):
The ground floor is home to most of the restaurants and food options on
campus, as well as useful resources, such as Careers Connect. The first floor
has open, social spaces where you can study with friends without having to
worry too much about staying very quiet. The SURLY (Student Union
Recreational Library, usually where you’ll pick up your student ID from) and
the “airport lounge” are located here, as well as the Monash bookstore. 

Hot tip: Grafalis has the best coffee on campus and Neptune’s is famous for its
hot chips! Don’t forget to check out Sir John’s bar upstairs. There’s also a few
club offices in here, so be sure to check it out!

GUIDE TO CAMPUS

Mess Office (right):
An office which always has a member of the MESS committee in it. Think of it
like a student help desk run by students. It is located at the bottom of
Kenneth hunt lawn, check out the map below for the location!

Hot tip: we also have a microwave and a toastie machine there!
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Click here for a detailed PDF of the Clayton campus map!

https://www.monash.edu/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/2658973/Clayton-campus-map.pdf


Different subjects and classes will have different types of settings, to
maximise the efficiency of learning. A coding class to practise writing
code, for example, would yield the best understanding from students if
the class was in a computer lab with one TA (teaching assistant) and a
smaller cohort of students. Alternatively, a class where you would work in
groups to problem solve, discuss general theory and complete assigned
weekly questions would be best conducted in a room with many TAs and
tutors, a lecturer, and most of the student cohort. 

Hot tip: Ask your lecturer or the MESS team if you need any of the
textbooks - for some classes, you might, but BE SURE TO SEE IF THERE
ARE FREE EBOOKS AVAILABLE FIRST! Check the Monash Library online
portal here for advice on this! Otherwise, you will find that the lecturers
provide more than enough materials anyway!

Titles of teaching staff (Descending by seniority):

Unit Coordinator
The unit coordinator is the member of the teaching staff who oversees
your unit. They oversee the course content, the assessments and their
due dates, and the final exam. If, for example, there was an error in a mid-
semester test, the unit coordinator would be the one to send out an
email or post on Moodle, to correct this error. If the assignment due date
fell on a public holiday, and you were all required to present something
during the class that would usually be held on this day, the unit
coordinator would be responsible for communicating to the students and
the rest of the class about when and how the assessment would be due. 

STRUCTURE OF CLASSES
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It is a general rule that the unit coordinator is not the first point of contact
for an issue you may be having with the class unless stated in the “unit
information” section of your unit on Moodle. However, do not be afraid to
send them an email if you feel it is urgent- the staff are there to help!

Lecturer
The lecturer is the member of the teaching staff who presents the lectures
(more on a lecture further down). Often the unit coordinator is also the
lecturer. In my experience, the unit coordinators have also taken on this role
because they are very passionate about the subject they teach. Sometimes,
the lecturer for weeks 1-6 could be different from the lecturer for weeks 7-12.
This is something to take note of, as occasionally the resources for the
lecture content such as uploaded solutions to questions, and the style in
which a lecturer might solve a problem can be wildly different. For example,
in weeks 1-6, you might have a lecturer who loves to upload videos of a
question with a worked solution each week, but only has pictures on their
lecture slides. In week 7 onwards, you might find that your lecturer only likes
to post the final answer to a question but provides great definitions in the
lecture videos.
Often, if you have a question about the unit content that has troubled you
for a while, speaking to your lecturer about it after class, or via an email, is
generally the best way to work out a solution. 

Demonstrator
Demonstrators are more often than not also lecturers but can sometimes be
Unit Coordinators. They run Workshops, and “Demonstrate” the application
side of a subject. They are almost synonymous with lecturers!

STRUCTURE OF CLASSES
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TA (Teaching Assistant)
A teaching assistant is often a postgraduate student who has achieved
great marks at Monash for the subject you are undertaking, or a similar
type of subject. They often act as roaming helpers in a Workshop, lecture,
or tutorial. In my opinion, if you would like assistance on a workshop
question or a specific example, they are the best people to ask first, since
lecturers and unit coordinators often get hundreds of emails a day and TAs,
in my experience, are very good at replying quickly. My advice is to grab the
email of a TA that you feel comfortable asking for help. Do this as soon as
possible, and you will likely find it very helpful when completing
assignments, as you can find similar practice questions in your course
content, and email a TA for some advice, or guidance towards a solution.

Types of Classes

Lectures: Lectures are the classes that introduce content, similar to the
classes you would have in high school when you were learning a new topic.
They would usually last about 1 hour, and there were generally one to three
a week. Before COVID, these lectures were in-person, timetabled classes
that were not compulsory to attend. They were always recorded with
students in attendance. The lecturer, usually the unit coordinator, would
often prepare a slideshow, “lecture slides/notes”, and present this slideshow
to the class. Lecturers might post some questions onto Moodle to work
through in class. 

STRUCTURE OF CLASSES
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Lectures were usually held in giant lecture halls, often with roughly 150
students in attendance. This would be the time to take notes, as well as an
opportunity to meet people in your course and work through the presented
content together. Often, many of the other teaching staff in the unit would also
be present to answer any questions.  Nowadays, since COVID, lectures are
usually reposted from previous years, or the lecturers record themselves
presenting to a camera and working through the lecture content. It is often
expected nowadays that you watch this lecture content in your own time,
BEFORE coming to class. 

If you have on-campus lectures, it is best to bring something to write on (either
a smart tablet, laptop or a book), a device to read and highlight the lecture
slides on (or alternatively, printed-out lecture slides), a calculator, and a charger
for your device.

Workshops: These are the classes designed to work through the content learnt
in lectures. Often, the unit coordinator, or a demonstrator, will only talk for the
first part of the class, and the rest of the class will be spent attempting
questions. Pre-COVID, these were generally later in the week, but now these are
generally the first classes you’ll have in the week. There are usually two
workshops in a week, with between 4 and ten possible time slots in a week, but
every unit, and every year, is different. The cohort for the workshop is generally
between 20-80 students, but again this also varies with the type of subject
taught, the need for solving questions or exploring ideas, and whether the unit
has a large cohort (for example, because the unit is a core unit for a certain
degree).The marks for attendance at a workshop can vary. Sometimes you are
assessed on attendance alone, sometimes you are only assessed for questions
you may complete within the workshop, and other times they are not
compulsory. 

STRUCTURE OF CLASSES
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Practicals: Practicals are the classes in which you apply your theory. They
differ from workshops in that they are less about learning the content and
applying your work to theoretical questions, and generally about
implementing them into a real-life scenarios- often a project. In first year, we
had practicals in which we built a bridge made from spaghetti! We had to
learn how to calculate the strength and flexibility of the spaghetti in lectures
and workshops, and then actually build this bridge in the practical sessions!
The same teachers who take the workshops/lectures usually take these
classes, and TA’s often roam around the classroom to help. Expect to be
assigned into a group and expect attendance to be compulsory. These
classes are as important to attend as tutorials!

Laboratories: The laboratories in engineering are usually once every 4-6
weeks. These are often classes where you complete a Practical Task that you
will likely need to write a lab report on. Think of it as the class where you do
an experiment! In science electives, often compulsory for certain engineering
streams, these tend to be more often- weekly, even. PLEASE BRING
LABCOATS AND SAFETY GLASSES! If you already wear glasses, be warned
that you need to buy the safety goggles too, and the bigger size is usually the
only one that you are permitted to wear. Check on Moodle or with a staff
member as to whether or not you will need to purchase anything before the
laboratories start. With units in which you DO need to purchase a lab coat or
safety goggles, the unit coordinators will likely reiterate as often as they can
on this, so please pay attention to the weekly announcements on moodle!
Occasionally, for subjects using softwares only available on the Monash
Computers (such as Aspen, AutoCAD, etc) the will have classes that are also
called laboratories, but held in a computer lab. These are run like tutorials,
and safety goggles and lab coats are not required. If you have a lab in your
timetable, check the location. That should indicate which type of Lab it is!

STRUCTURE OF CLASSES
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Class
name

Attendance
taken?

Recorded?
In class

assessments?
Size

Many time
slots to
choose
from?

Lecture
(Recorded)

No Yes No N/A No

Lecture 
(In Person)

No Yes No
80-
200

No

Workshop Sometimes Sometimes Yes 20-100 Sometimes

Tutorial Yes No Yes 10-30 Yes

Practical Yes No Often 10-80
Some, but
not many

Laboratory YES Sometimes
Class is an
assesment

10-20 No

STRUCTURE OF CLASSES
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When it comes to studying, university is certainly a step-up from high
school. You’ve probably heard before that the work is harder, but the
pressure is less. This is true in the sense that the work is harder, but your
lecturers will be looking after you and 500 other students, so they will not
check in on you if you are falling behind or forget an assignment- from
now on, you are completely responsible for your own daily organisation
with your academic work. 
It can be both exciting and terrifying, but it will definitely take some
adjusting to. Here are some tips for studying:

Be prepared to put in extra effort in group work. In some groups
everyone might contribute evenly, but this isn’t always going to be the
case. Remember not everyone is aiming for HDs.
Engineering is very study heavy, to get good grades you really need to
put the work in. Natural talent or intuition will not get you by. Your
grade will almost always reflect your effort during the semester.
Decide how you are going to study for at least the first few weeks, and
develop a skeleton for storing your notes, worksheets, etc (i.e. empty
folders, labelled notepads, etc). Decide whether you will use word,
OneNote, Notability, a different online resource, or just pen and paper.
It is helpful if you are going “Paperless” to stick a notebook in your bag
just in case. 

On the following page there is an example of how your computer folders
might be set up on a desktop, especially if you are going paperless

ACADEMIC ADVICE
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University
Semester 1 2023

Admin
Timetable.pdf
Special Consideration

Assignment extension ENG1005
DSS form

Other
Certificate of Education
O-Week Orientation lecture notes
FaME notes

ENGXXXX (Unit name here)
Lectures

Lecture Slides
Week 1

Lecture notes
Week 1

Workshops
Problem sets

Week 1
Week 1 solutions

Assessments
Assignments

Assignment 1
Labs

Lab manual Practical 1
Lab report Practical 1

Weekly quizzes (written notes)
Week 1
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DO NOT leave all your study until SWOTVAC. DO NOT tell yourself “I’ll
learn it in SWOTVAC”. You do not want to experience that kind of
stress. You will fail your exam. Take the extra time each week to go
through lecture material and ensure that you understand the theory. I
recommend trying to have a weekly “study session” with mates, that
way you’re taking the time outside of class just to revise.

When in team assignments, it is so important to build a team culture.
Teams work best and will get the best grades when you understand
each other’s strengths and weaknesses. Make sure you do your part,
every group assessment has a rating of how much work an individual
has completed.

Help desk, help desk, help desk. Force yourself to go to the help desk
within the first week of semester. Even if you don’t think you need it,
you need it. Don’t be one of those people who get to SWOTVAC and
only THEN realises what an amazing resource help desk is.

Every weekend if you can, set aside a few hours to go over an old topic.
My biggest issue was getting to SWOTVAC and not remembering a
single thing from Week 1. It is a massive time saver in the long run.
Just complete a few old worksheet questions, go over your notes,
remember that one part of the topic you were struggling with. My
advice is to plan your study during the week on a whiteboard on
google calendar, something like “ENGXXXX Week 2-3 content revision,
6-8pm” and be specific about what you’ll be studying BEFORE you
actually begin.

ACADEMIC ADVICE
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Monash Study is an amazing app that I am glad I was able to discover
during my first year. Two of the main features are the built in class
timetable that is connected to your moodle, displaying all classes,
assignments and assessments that are upcoming which can also be
linked to a google calendar. The other is the app is able to show where
on campus your classes are located by selecting that class on the
timetable, it also has a general map section where you can search for
any building or classroom. Bonus of the app is you can direct first access
to your grades for past units plus your WAM and GPA, it also acts as a
pseudo Mpass displaying your card and letting top up your M-pass
which is always helpful during printing during exams.

Monash also offers an academic support program of guided study
groups, known as PASS (Peer Assisted Study Sessions). They include
weekly sessions led by a PASS leader, with a friendly approach, for up to
30 students, revising previous week's unit materials, providing valuable
study skills, fostering an engaged university experience, facilitating
friendships among first-year students, and motivating all participants to
achieve desired academic outcomes. You can find out more here. 

ACADEMIC ADVICE
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According to the Monash University website, plagiarism is “to take and use
another person’s ideas and/or manner of expressing them and to pass them
off as your own by failing to give appropriate acknowledgement”. These
materials could come from anywhere, including reports, images, designs,
code and lecture notes. Collusion is defined by Monash as “the unauthorised
collaboration on assessable work (written, oral or practical) with other people”.
This includes assignments, quizzes, code and exams. In addition to these,
there is also improper use of new emerging technologies to create work that
isn’t made by students. As a student, it is your responsibility to understand
and avoid all forms of academic dishonesty, as any breaches will be taken very
seriously.

Your first year units will walk you through proper referencing and citing, and
also when and how you can work with other students without colluding. If
you are ever unsure about this, you can always approach your tutors or
lecturers for clarification.
To help ensure you are maintaining academic integrity, follow these tips:

Always reference when you have used other’s work. The university has a
software called TurnItIn- it AUTOMATICALLY scans for plagiarism, and
shows the marker the percentage of information you have copied from
the internet. Do not think for a second that no one will notice. They always
do. 
Write things in your own words (yes, you will hear this a million times and
just replacing some words with synonyms is still plagiarism! TurnItIn is
VERY VERY good!).
The university takes the use of generative artificial intelligence very
seriously. In the same way that plagiarised work isn’t made by you, AI
generated work isn’t either. Your assessment will make it very clear
whether AI can be used, and when it is permitted it must be properly
acknowledged

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
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If you haven’t changed the wording in a piece of information from a
source, then put it in quotation marks. I often use websites like
“CiteThisForMe” to help with things like the correct way of referencing,
and the difference between Harvard and APA style referencing.
Don’t reuse work for different units, this is classified as self-plagiarism.
Yes, TurnItIn will know, ESPECIALLY if it’s uploaded through Moodle-
TurnItIn never forgets. 
Don’t be afraid to study with friends! It is super helpful to discuss
concepts, ideas, and worksheet questions as long as you aren’t
collaborating for assignments. That is when you ask tutors or lecturers-
they will tell you if they are not allowed to help you, so don’t be afraid to
double check if there IS any advice they can give you. My advice is to find
a similar question in lectures or problem sets, or even the textbook
online. That way you can often get clearer answers from staff and
students on a concept/question/method WITHOUT cheating.
Don’t. share. Code. Or. Assignments. With. Others. Even if they say they’ll
‘just read it for ideas’. TurnItIn knows if even a WORD is copied or pasted. 
Don’t write or edit the work of another student for individual work. Don’t
do it. I’m serious. I know uni is stressful but being caught cheating is 1000
times worse than that. It is better to lose marks on an assessment, and
become a better engineer 
Never use sites like Chegg or Course Hero, especially for exams or
assignments, as Monash tracks when their questions are put up, and can
find the name, email account, mobile number, and IP address of any
account that accesses these pages. It is classified as cheating, and the
people answering the questions are often wrong. 

For more information, head to the Monash academic policies page.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
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If an issue arises in a unit you are studying, there is a procedure that should
be followed by all students. The steps of this process are outlined below.

Step 1 - Informal Direct Complaint
Contact the staff member involved (in-person or in writing). Most issues can
be resolved by simply talking to staff. Do this as soon as possible.

Step 2 - Informal Escalated Complaint
If not resolved at step 1, take the complaint to a senior staff member of the
unit (e.g. a chief examiner, course director, etc.). Again, this can be done in-
person or in writing. I would suggest in writing, referencing any previous
conversations I had in the past about this.

Step 3 – Formal Complaint and Investigation
If not resolved in step 1 or step 2, lodge a formal complaint. Your grievance
will be investigated by staff members without previous involvement with the
complaint. You must complete a prescribed form and you should arrange an
appointment with your student association (eg. MSA, MONSU, MGA) to help
you with this. This needs to be completed within 6 months of the issue.

The Academic Affairs Officer is responsible for providing feedback to faculty
about academic grievances. If you need any help along the way or believe
this is an issue that affects many students, please don’t hesitate to contact
Anna Sherriff, the MESS Academic Affairs Officer, at
anna.sherriff@mess.org.au.
  
Further information can be found at https://www. monash.edu/student-
complaints/how-to.

ACADEMIC
GRIEVANCES
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Special consideration is Monash’s policy for students who miss
assessments due to extraordinary circumstances. If you ever find yourself
unable to attend an assessed class or complete an assessment for reasons
out of your control, you should be eligible for special consideration.

You can  find a form on each unit’s Moodle page that allows you to apply
for special consideration, otherwise get in touch with your unit
coordinator. Each case is reviewed by faculty members and, if special
consideration is granted, an appropriate solution is provided. Common
outcomes include receiving an extension, completing an alternative
assessment or, in the case of exams, having the exam deferred. For more
information, have a look at the Monash website. 

In addition to the special consideration process, Monash has also
introduced short extensions for assessments, they are 2 day long
extensions that can requested before the due date *however this duration
is subject to change and best to keep updated on*. You’re not eligible for a
short extension when applying for in class test, mid semester exams and
final assessments, the first short extension for an eligible assessment in
that particular unit is accepted no questions asked, however all
subsequent applications will require a valid reason. If you are unable to
complete the assessment before the revised due date you then need to
apply for special consideration.

SPECIAL
CONSIDERATION
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Changing units
and Census dates

You can swap out, or “drop” a unit in the first two weeks of the
teaching period if it is an on-campus unit, or two days before the
teaching period start date if it is an off-campus unit. Almost all
engineering units are on-campus units. You just log in to WES
and change your units as though you were selecting units
before the semester begins.

If you swap out before the census date, you do not incur any
costs for the unit you are swapping out of, and it does not
appear on your academic transcript. You can withdraw from
units before the census date of each semester without paying
for that unit. This unit does not appear on your academic
transcript. The census dates of each semester are:

For no fee, your units should be swapped by the census date:
• Semester one — March 31st • Semester two — August 31st

Changing units is done through the WES. We recommend that
you talk to Monash Connect if you have any questions about
changing your units or withdrawing, especially if you are an
international student. You can either submit an online form, or
visit Monash Connect in campus centre, which may be faster
than submitting a form. 

Here are some more important dates
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Semester 1 Semester 2

Orientation week
19th-23rd
February

15th-19th July

Teaching Period begins 26th February 22nd july

Census date 31st March 31st August

Mid semester break 1st-5th April
23rd-27th

September

Withdrawn late period:
Units withdrawn in this period will

be graded as Withdrawn(WDN) and
won’t calculated in your WAM

1st-15th April
1st - 9th

September

Teaching period ends/Withdrawn
fail period ends: Last day that units
can be withdrawn from, graded as

Withdrawn fail(WN) and are marked
as getting a 0

24th May 18th October

SWOT VAC 27th-31st May
21st-25th
October

Final assesments 3rd-21st June
28th October

-15th
November

Results published 8th July 2nd December

Deferred and supplementary
assessments

5th-9th August
13th-17th

January 2025
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The standard full-time study load is 24 credit points per semester. All
engineering first-year units are 6 credit points, so most first-year students
begin with a standard, full-time study load of four units per semester, with 6
credits each. 

Each course also has a period of time in which the course must be
completed. For a Bachelor of Engineering (honours), this duration is eight
years. For most engineering double degrees, this duration is ten years.

If you are finding it difficult to balance your studies with other
commitments, you can underload, which retains all the benefits of full-time
study (such as government assistance like AUSTUDY) but reduces your
study load to 18 credit points per semester (generally three units). You can
underload by reducing the number of enrolled units in WES, although you
will have to withdraw from these units too. 

If you wish to underload, you must do so before the census dates (listed in
the previous section). If you are an international student, the requirements
for underloading are slightly different, so you should view the Monash
website for some advice, or chat to the Monash Connect Virtual Assistant.

STUDY LOAD
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Whilst not many first-year students underload, underloading is totally
normal and fine to do. Especially in engineering, it’s a tough course! More
engineering students end up underloading at some point in their degree
than those who don’t. You should not be worried about underloading if it
will help you finish your studies by supporting your mental health, or
allowing you to continue other commitments. I promise you, nobody
cares how long it takes you to finish your course- do not feel like you have
to do four units every semester.

You should always speak to Monash Connect if you wish to swap to part-
time study (a study load of less than 18 credit points per semester), as you
may lose eligibility for government payments, such as Youth Allowance. 

You are also able to overload, which involves taking more than 24 credit
points (usually five or more units) per semester. This is highly
discouraged, however, due to the very high workload. 

You can also take classes over summer, however the units offered over
this period are limited, so plan accordingly. This is also something to keep
in mind if you fail a unit, and want to try and finish all your first year units
in first year or something similar to that.

If you need any more information on underloading, please talk to me,
anyone from MESS or visit the Monash website!

STUDY LOAD
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Most of your classes will likely be in person, but some may still be online.
Monash uses Zoom for all interactive online classes, and other software for
less interactive lectures and workshops. By following proper etiquette, you
will be able to streamline your experience of learning, and increase your
relationship with other students and staff!

In Person Classes
Bring a bag, it could be a backpack or a tote bag 
If you’re bringing a laptop (which you almost definitely should) bring a
charger! There are charging ports everywhere in the classrooms.
Bring a folder for any loose paper or worksheets you might get
There is no uniform for university, whatever you wear just make sure
it’s comfortable!
If you’re going to a lecture/workshop, I recommend double checking
Moodle for lecture/workshop slides beforehand so that you can
print/download them before the class starts. 
Make sure you set up Cellopark if you are driving! Also, invest in a
concession Myki if you are studying full time, or have a look on the
Myki website to see if you might be eligible!
No one cares if you’re late to classes like lectures, workshops and most
tutorials, where attendance is not mandatory. Don’t stress too much if
you get lost or can’t make it on time for any reason. Don’t feel like you
need to email the unit coordinator because you’ll be late to a lecture.
Any classes where attendance is not assessed generally means
attendance is not compulsory.
Plan a night each week where you will prep for your classes in terms of
writing down what needs to be done or printing off lecture slides. 

CLASSES ADVICE
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There are microwaves on campus, so I recommend bringing a snack in a
tub and some cutlery to uni. Fruit and energy bars are usually good too!
Bring a water bottle!
Don’t forget your student ID - sometimes you need to scan it to get into a
classroom.
Try and make friends where you can - don’t be afraid to go up to someone
and say “Hi! My name’s (your name), do you mind if I sit here?”. I can
guarantee you; everyone is just as nervous but willing to make new friends!

Ed Stem
Ed Stem is a great platform some of you will use for your units, allowing you
interact with fellow students and unit staff by posting in certain channels
relating to what kind of question you have for example if you don't understand
a particular question in a weekly quiz, or are stuck on content for an
upcoming lab or even assessment dates. Some advice for Ed stem is to only
have on notification for appropriate messages as by default you get an email
for every single post made.
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Moodle is Monash’s online hub for all unit content and submissions. Each
unit has their own Moodle page, which will contain each week’s content,
any assignments and their accompanying information, general unit
information, forums, and more. 

If you need any information about a unit, Moodle should always be the
first place you look. Additionally, each unit will organise its Moodle page
differently, so it’s always a good idea to familiarise yourself with each of
your unit’s Moodle pages. 

I know for most people, myself included, you always want to be able to
check on your progress during a unit and how your marks for different
quizzes and assessments, using Moodle grades feature you're able to do
just this. It is laid out slightly differently for every unit depending on how
the unit coordinators choose to do it, however there are always
similarities like grade vs non graded section and a section for quizzes vs
assignments.

Another great feature Moodle has is its timetable this allows you to see all
upcoming assessments you have and when they’re due,you can either
see a broad timetable of every assessment or by going onto a specific
units page the timetable only for that unit, it can also take you to the
page for that assessment so you don’t need to go looking for it.

For some more in depth explanation here from the Monash library
website that gives great explanations about how Moodle works!

I would HIGHLY recommend reading this before the beginning of classes!

USING MOODLE
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How to Change Forum Subscriptions

Most units will have two types of message boards, one where the unit
coordinators make announcements, usually about classes or assignments, and
one where students can communicate with staff and each other, which is used
for asking questions about content or assessments.

For both types of message boards, all new posts are emailed to you. This often
leads to your inbox being overwhelmed with 20+ emails in the span of a day or
two, especially close to assignment submission dates, when students start asking
more questions than usual. It can drown out important information and
announcements, and lead to you missing emails that matter.

You are always subscribed to the announcements forums, and can’t unsubscribe,
but you can unsubscribe from the student forums. The following is a guide to
reducing the number of these emails you receive, or even prevent them from
being emailed to you altogether. You can still view these conversations on
Moodle after you unsubscribe from them.

Select the Moodle page for the unit you wish to change your forum
preferences for

1.

Scroll until you see the “Activities” section in the sidebar and click “Open
Forums”

2.

You can then change your email subscription options for each student forum, or
select email digest.

Unsubscribing means you’ll receive no emails relating to that particular forum1.
Selecting a “digest” option sends you all posts as a daily with all the titles of
the posts for that day (only works if you remain subscribed)

2.

USING MOODLE

36



What are clubs?
Becoming involved in clubs is one of the best ways to meet people and to
explore new hobbies in uni. Clubs and societies are organisations run by
committees of students, with each being built around an area of study
and/or an interest area. Each of the clubs organise a wide variety of social
and professional events and gatherings including camps, networking
events, BBQ’s, friendly competitions, conferences, and more for over 10,000
student members.

They are funded partly by the university, but are mostly about uniting people
who have things in common and helping to support other students who
might in future share this commonality. There’s clubs for what seems like
everything- biomedicine, Italian, even circus!

Things to Know about Clubs
The following tips will vary from club to club or in specific circumstances and
should be seen as a general overview.

You don’t have to have purchased a membership to a club to attend their
events or meetings
Club memberships usually cost between $5 and $15, and can be
purchased from the MSA Clubs and Societies website
Club memberships often provide ticket discounts, access to exclusive
events, voting rights for a club’s committee, and the ability to run for a
club’s committee
Most academic-based clubs/societies will use a Facebook page as their
main way of advertising events or sharing information, however smaller,
interest or hobby-based clubs will often have a more tight-knit
community, and may use a discord group or a Facebook messenger chat
to communicate with members

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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The Monash Student Association

The Monash Student Association (MSA) is the largest student
representative body at Monash and facilitates the running of all clubs
and societies. It is also recognised as the means of communication
between students and academic authorities at Monash, acting as a
student advocacy group. It runs events, funds student publications, and
provides academic and other support to students.
MSA+ can be purchased for $10, and provides the following benefits:

Reduces the price of all other club memberships by $5 (so if you join
two or more clubs you get your money back)
Reduces the price of MSA events (usually by $5) • Provides discounts
to on-campus retailers
You can purchase MSA+ here.

   
Engineering Clubs and Societies

Monash University offers a vibrant engineering community with a
plethora of specialised clubs catering to diverse interests within the field.
From robotics to sustainable energy initiatives, these clubs provide
students with unique opportunities for hands-on experiences,
networking, and skill development. To explore the full spectrum of
engineering-focused clubs and their activities, visit the Engineering
Teams and Clubs webpage.

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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Monash Engineering Student Society (MESS)
MESS is both Monash University’s largest engineering-based club and
largest student club, based on membership numbers. MESS has five
different portfolios: academic, industry, marketing, social, and W&E
(wellbeing and equity).
Our academic portfolio aims to support engineering students through their
studies. FaME is a major part of the academic portfolio, connecting you with
fellow engineering students to support integration into university. The
academic team also runs workshops and seminars to help you with topics
such as CPD and choosing your specialisation.

Our industry portfolio allows you to network with and learn about firms
operating in engineering and engineering-adjacent sectors. Events, such as
Beers with Engineers, allow you to practice networking with major industry
partners, and resources, such as the careers guide, help you gain a better
idea of working in industry after you finish your degree.

Our social portfolio runs all the events that MESS is most famous for. From
our first year camp and our award winning cocktail night, to regular BBQs,
our social team has many opportunities for you to make new friends and
create amazing memories that uni students are always talking about.
 
Our W&E portfolio supports all engineering students at Monash in areas of
mental and academic wellbeing. The W&E team, and everyone else at MESS,
is always striving to support all student groups, including both onshore and
offshore international students, disability-affected students, female
students, members of the LGBTQIA+ community, and more.

Join at Monash Engineering Student Society (MESS)

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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Women in Engineering at Monash (WEM)
Women in Engineering at Monash (WEM) is a student-run society that
aims to empower and support woman-identifying students. The club
holds a variety of industry, social, and outreach events that provide
personal and professional enrichment opportunities for our members
while nurturing an environment in which gender diversity may thrive.
In 2024, WEM is keen to deliver a mixture of new events and timeless
classics for all their members. 

Everyone is welcome to attend WEM’s industry nights (which always
have a fun twist to make networking that little bit less daunting!),
social gatherings, and technical workshops all year round. WEM is
reachable on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn or via email and they are
happy to answer your questions anytime!

Coming to visit WEM’s stall during O-Week is a great way to find out
more about their values & mission, upcoming events and most
importantly – how to become a WEMber or better yet, a committee
member!

Join at Women in Engineering

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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Queers in STEM (GLEAM)
GLEAM is a student group for Queer+ identifying science, technology,
engineering and maths students at Monash University. They offer opportunities
for younger Queer+ students to create nurturing connections within the wider
Queer+ community at Monash. We emphasise lasting friendships between
students across year levels and industry connections with companies who are
LGBTIQ+ friendly. 

For students in earlier years, they focus on building relationships with older
GLEAM members. This gives students new to university life a stable, positive
experience. Who better to study with than someone who has already completed
the subject? GLEAM is a safe space. (Being a member of GLEAM will not out you
to your family should you join!)

Join at Queers in STEM (GLEAM)

Engineers Without Borders (EWB)
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) Monash is a local chapter of EWB Australia,
which provides students with social events to meet and interact with like-
minded individuals. EWB organises and runs a variety of engaging and diverse
workshops and events to help members learn more about sustainable and
appropriate technology engineering, with the opportunity to put your new
knowledge to the test in EWB’s annual Ideathon competition.

If you are interested in meeting like-minded individuals, taking part in
meaningful volunteering experiences and developing a more culturally
appropriate mindset to compliment your career aspirations, EWB Monash is the
club for you!

Join at Engineers Without Borders (EWB)

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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Specialisation Clubs

Association of civil engineering students (ACES)

Materials Engineering Society (MATES)

Mechatronics Engineering Clayton Club (MECC) 

Monash Aerospace and Mechanical Engineering Club
(MAMEC)

Monash Engineering and Pharmaceutical Science Society
(MEPSS)

Monash Environmental Engineering Society (MEES)

Resources Engineering Student Society (RESS)

Society of Monash Electrical Engineers (SMEE)

Society of Monash University Chemical Engineers (SMUCE)

Transport Engineers at Monash (TEM)

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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Student Teams

Student teams differ significantly from clubs and societies. Student
teams are multidisciplinary teams that work together to achieve a
goal, such as creating the highest flying rocket (Monash High-Powered
Rocketry) or designing and competing with Formula- style cars
(Monash Motorsport). 

To join a student team, you must apply for an open position, which can
be found on their website or social media page. Usually, teams will
recruit members at a single point in a year. While it is possible to join a
team as a first year, teams often recruit engineering students who
have begun to specialise, so keep an eye on any teams you want to
join but know that you may have to wait until you are further into your
degree to join.

Student teams also require a time commitment each week, which can
range from 5 hours to upwards of 20 hours a week. Many students who
are heavily involved in student teams underload (taking only three
units per semester) so that they can work in their team.
Student teams provide amazing opportunities to practically apply
engineering skills you are learning in your units and give great
experiences to add to your resume when applying for internships or
graduate roles. You can count the hours put in for student teams
towards your CPD as well!

The Monash student teams webpage is here.

CLUBS AND TEAMS
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Here is a list of the student teams currently running at Monash:

CLUBS AND TEAMS

• Precious Plastic Monash
Protect the environment by recycling
plastic waste 
• Monash Forge
Old blacksmithing techniques meets
new manufacturing technology
• Monash High Powered Rocketry
Design and build solid fuel and hybrid
rockets and test in microgravity
• Monash Human Power
Create new and innovative human
powered vehicels 
• Monash Motorsport
Design, construct, test and race
petrol, electric and autonomous race
cars
• Monash Brewlab
Nurture your brewing and business
skills while taking your products to
the market
• Monash DeepNeuron
Use artificial intelligence and machine
learning to solve real world problems
• Monash Uncrewed Aerial Systems
Help develop autonomous drones
that take off, drop supplies,
• Monash Connected Autonomous
Vehicle
Work on autonomous and
interconnected vehicles that perceive
their surroundings

Robogals Monash
Be part of international initiative to help
inspire young women into engineering
• Monash Young MedTech Innovators
Co-design and prototype medical
technologies and devices with users
• Monash Sustainable Buildings ( formerly
Monash Solar Decathlon Team)
Designing efficient,sustainable and inclusive
housing
• Monash Nova Rover
Develop a rover to navigate, locate retrieve
and test scientific samples
• Monash Carbon Capture and Conversion
Researching, innovating and designing
carbon capture and conversion solutions
• Sustainable Water Monash (formerly
Monash Solar Water Team)
Help produce a portable solar powered water
purification system to assist rural areas
• Monash Pilot Processes
Work on the waste treatment pilot plant,
explore process control, augmented reality
and more
• Monash Boring Excavating Student Team
Help develop the next generation of small
scale tunnel boring machines
• Monash Automation
Work on projects with faculty and industry
while exploring robotics, manufacturing,
automation, and AI.

You can find out more about amazing student teams and what they have to offer
in our careers guide here
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An engineering specialisation is which stream of engineering you want to take. They are:
Aerospace
Biomedical
Chemical
Civil
Electrical and computer systems
Environmental
Materials
Mechanical
Robotics and Mechatronic
Software

Choosing your engineering specialisation may seem quite daunting but you have plenty
of time to consider your options. You don’t need to select your specialisation until at
least the end of your first year.
MESS also runs a specialisation fair in semester 2 where students from each stream
share their experience and knowledge on the subject.
Young Engineers Australia have also created virtual work experiences for many of the
specialisations, which can give you a taste for what it’s like to work as an engineer in that
specialisation. Completing these experiences can also be counted towards your CPD.

Aerospace Engineering
Aerospace engineering delves into the main aspects of flight: structure, propulsion, and
design, to provide a base knowledge to apply to industry. While aerospace engineering
is a relatively niche degree, it’s worth getting into if you have an interest in aircraft or
rocketry, as there is a lot of hands-on content and applicable knowledge! There is also a
strong basis for computational methods and 3D design which can be used in other
fields, particularly within the mechanical engineering industry. If you enjoy learning
about how things work, specifically powered flight, aerospace is a great choice!
— Karina Finlayson, 4th year aerospace engineering
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Biomedical Engineering
Biomedical engineering is a pretty new specialisation at Monash and is concerned with the
design and developments of technologies in healthcare. It’s a mix between a few different
engineering disciplines – mostly electrical and mechanical applied to medicine, as well as
studying biomedical sciences like physiology and molecular bio. Bridging the gap between
medicine and technology is super exciting and rewarding to study. If you’re interested in
bio/chem or healthcare in general I would definitely recommend it. However, a broad range of
topics studied across science and engineering units can sometimes feel a bit ‘jack of all
trades’ especially in classes full of students who are taking a full engineering or science load. 
The overlap and application of biomedical sciences and engineering (e.g. studying fluids in
both physiology and chemeng units) is incredibly interesting and applying your engineering
knowledge to medicine is incredibly fulfilling. A smaller cohort as a niche and new
specialisation is also really lovely when it comes to meeting people in your specialisation – and
great for study groups! Overall I would definitely recommend it if you're interested in
biomedical sciences or just enjoyed biology/chemistry in high school.
-Emily Cornfoot, 2nd year Biomedical Engineering

Chemical Engineering
Despite what the name implies, chemical engineering is not really about chemistry! Chem
eng looks at processes, and how they can be designed and improved. We rely on processes
for almost everything we do, and it’s important that these processes are efficient and
sustainable. Chemical engineering is a challenge, but if you are passionate about energy and
sustainability there’s no doubt this is the specialisation for you.
— Luke McVicar, 4th year chemical engineering

Civil Engineering
Civil Engineering is a very diverse specialisation than most would expect and goes into much
more than the spaghetti bridges you may build in first year. Civil branches into four ‘minor’
specialisations which include structural engineering, traffic engineering,
geomechanics/geotechnical engineering, and water engineering. Within the 3-4 years of
your specialisation, you will take multiple units that relate to each of these areas, helping you
to determine which area most suits you. Civil is the perfect specialisation for those who are
keen to assist the change of the built world around them for the better.
— Courtney Papa, 5th year civil engineering
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Electrical and Computer Systems Engineering 
Electrical and Computer Systems Engineering (ECSE) is an exciting specialisation that has a
bit of everything. ECSE is not just about resistors, LEDs and breadboards. In second year alone
you will improve your understanding in a range of areas including signal processing,
probability models, computer organisation and programming. Whether you are interested in
Robotics and AI, Wireless Telecommunications or Smart Power Systems, research in ECSE
spans a wide variety of disciplines. If you are looking for a challenge and enjoy units like
ENG1013, then ECSE is the specialisation for you.
— Amy Liberman, 4th year ECS engineering

Environmental Engineering
Environmental Engineering (ENVE) is an invigorating specialisation that offers some very
interesting pathways and opportunities. It is not just about planting trees and trying to
evaluate what plot of land is best to plant a community garden. You will walk away with a
degree providing you the skills and knowledge to design energy efficient, social impact
focused buildings, land contamination assessment and remediation processes and a wider
understanding of civil and chemical specialisations. After you finish your degree opportunities
to work in delivering major projects, work in designing buildings, helping businesses
decarbonise are just some of the pathways you can take. If you have a strong interest in
applying your engineering knowledge to work in a field that can have a long lasting positive
impact on the environment, ENVE is for you!
— Max Peethamparam, 5th year ENV engineering

Materials Engineering
Materials engineering explores the structure of materials on an atomic level and how this
structure correlates to different properties. It also involves learning how to change the
properties of materials through different processing techniques, as different techniques result
in different atomic structures. The goal of materials engineers is not only to make new
materials, but to improve upon the ones we already have by making them stronger, lighter,
more functional, more sustainable and more cost-effective.
— Billie Bennet, 3rd year materials engineering
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Mechanical Engineering
Mechanical Engineering is a broad specialisation of engineering that revolves around the design
and analysis of anything that moves. This can range from working on wind turbines, cars,
biotechnological devices, aircraft, water systems and computer automation just to name a few.
Through your studies, you will learn about Fluid Mechanics and Aerodynamics,
Thermodynamics, Mechanics of Materials, Design Processes and Control Systems, applying each
of these areas of study to the analysis of different mechanical systems. Mechanical Engineering
combines both the analytical side of engineering through mathematics and physics with the
freedom of design and computer-aided design to produce dynamic and creative solutions to
engineering problems. Whether you are interested in the development of new forms of
renewable energy, the design of life-saving biomedical equipment or even wanting to travel the
world as a race engineer in a Formula 1 team, Mechanical Engineering is the path for you.
— Nick Grossi, 4th year mechanical engineering

Robotics and Mechatronics Engineering 
Mechatronics epitomises the idea of a “jack of all trades”, giving students an opportunity to
complete Mechatronics, Mechanical, and Electrical units. If you’ve got an interest in one or all the
aforementioned areas, mechatronics is the specialisation for you.
Monash’s mechatronics specialisation splits into two streams, automation and AI, however they
only differ by a few units. The automation stream enables students to understand
manufacturing operations, power systems, and changing technologies through the study of
areas such as dynamical systems, modelling, and control. The AI stream focuses more on
electrical units and develops understanding on the underlying software and electrical systems
that go into designing intelligent robots and machine learning systems.
— An Qu, 3rd year mechatronics engineering (automation), and Maddy Armstrong, 3rd year
mechatronics engineering (AI)

Software Engineering
Software engineering is a specialisation that aims to provide you with a robust understanding of
coding practices and skills, as well as specific collaboration techniques that you will likely find
yourself using in the software industry. It takes much of what makes a computer science degree
– learning coding basics, maths based units focused on analysing algorithms and data
structures – but has an added focus on project-focused teamwork. 
If you are analytical and enjoy problem-solving, software engineering offers a playground where
you can immerse yourself in the pure sandbox of code whilst steering you toward more applied
and real-world environments. It can often be a struggle, but you come away from most units
feeling like you’ve learnt and grown a lot!
-Gunnraj Dhaliwal, 2nd year Software Engineering
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FaME

Monash wants every student to feel welcome and supported right from
the start. That’s why every first- year student is matched with two peer
mentors from the Faculty of Engineering to ease their transition to
university life and help them build friendships. This program is known as
Friends and Mentors in Engineering (FaME).

As a new student, you’ll be grouped with other first- year students to
receive support from a peer mentor. Your mentors will be experienced
students who can share knowledge and answer your questions about
university life. They can show you where to find programs, resources and
services at Monash, so that you can have an enjoyable and successful first
year.

Beyond this, mentors will check in and offer support at various times.
Throughout the program, there will be social events and professional
development opportunities for both mentors and mentees to attend. Your
peer mentors will be in touch just before the beginning of O-week.
 
Learn more about FaME here!
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PASS
The Peer Assisted Study Sessions (PASS) program is run by Monash to
help first year students study for their classes. Each session is run by a
PASS Leader, who has excelled at that unit in the past. They impart
useful study skills, encourage an active university life, help mentees
make friendships in class, and motivate students to achieve desired
results. PASS classes are an hour long each, but attending a PASS class
is equivalent to about three hours of study, considering you are able to
access exam style questions, and receive personalised help for any
concepts you find difficult.

You can check here to find a list of all units offered by PASS.

You can sign up to PASS through Allocate+. If a PASS session is fully
booked on Allocate+, there is no harm in rocking up at the assigned
time and place as you can usually join in.

Math Learning Centre 
As mentioned earlier the MLC is a room set up by the university to help
students with any and all help with their maths oriented units, the
main benefit of the space is that the university pays for staff present
from 10am to 2pm every weekday besides any public holidays or
university closure. During my first year these staff were of great help to
me and they’re trained to guide you to the answer without outright
telling you, I always found them extremely helpful.

OTHER RESOURCES
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Monash offers a great variety of resources for any problems you may have. My
suggestion is to either call Monash connect, or chat with the online chat box,
and you will usually get an accurate response.

Alternatively, here is a list of resources Monash engineering has to offer.

International Students
Here are some top tips/advice for you international students to help you cope in
university life:

Don’t be afraid to talk in class because you think your English is bad, your
classmates prioritise understanding and getting along over perfect
grammar!

If you’re looking for ways to improve your English skills, English Connect is
a good place to learn! Click here for more information.

Make use of all the support services Monash offers and don’t be shy to talk to
the staff! If you ever come across any issues or challenges, contact Monash
Connect by phone at +61 399 026 011 or visit them in the campus centre. They
will definitely try their best to help you.

International Student Engagement (ISE) is another team, part of Monash
Connect, that counsels and helps international students in a range of
different issues (excluding administration) that include financial
challenges, studies, personal challenges, or rental issues. Reach out to the
team by sending an email to iss@monash.edu or by phone at +61 399 056
267
Rental rights and accommodation help: if you need help or advice on
getting accommodation or if you have issues with the landlord & you
need advocacy, you can contact the MRS team by email:
mrs.offcampus@monash.edu.
Career connect also provides you with a lot of resources to equip you in
the world of work from workshops to make your profile standout, building
your skills and even provision of jobs both locally & overseas.
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University Workload: As an international student, Monash requires you to
enrol in a full-time study load (24 credit points per semester). The Web
Enrolment System (WES) will not allow you to submit your enrolment
unless you enrol in enough units to meet your approved study load
requirement. However, you can apply for an approval to underload from
your faculty for various reasons, all of which can be found on the Monash
University Website under the ‘Study Load (overload and underload)’
section.

Work: Whilst it is not so hard to get a part-time job in Melbourne, it is
important to know that you are entitled to many rights and protections
at the workplace so that you won’t be exploited. Australia has the highest
minimum wage in the world (currently $20.33 per hour!) so make sure
you do not get paid under that amount. Check out the Working in
Australia page for details.

The Monash University International Student Service is there to support
you if you ever feel confused or overwhelmed. ‘If you ever feel lost,
remember that it is perfectly normal to feel so. Uni life is meant to be a
transformative experience, especially for international students who
leave so many things behind to move to a new country - let yourself to
be transformed!’

          - Jesslyn Soegiharto, MUISS Education Officer 2022
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Students with Disabilities

MSA Disabilities and Carers (D&C) serves as a dedicated group of student
representatives, addressing concerns related to university studies. Their
mission encompasses student advocacy, fostering solidarity, and providing
a secure space for individuals. The D&C lounge in the Campus Centre
(Room 1.02) offers a welcoming environment for members to rest, study, or
retreat from the demands of university life.

In addition to MSA’s on-campus presence, we acknowledge the
importance of official university resources. Monash University's official
Disability Support Services (DSS) is a valuable support system for those
with disabilities. It provides specialised assistance, including alternative
study arrangements for in-semester and exams. Registering with DSS
ensures personalised consultations to identify and cater to individual
needs. For more information on their services, you can visit Monash DSS
Registration here.
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Beyond this, MSA D&C’s commitment extends to organising events and
activities aimed at enhancing awareness among students and staff
regarding disabilities and associated challenges. Their primary goal is to
ensure that your university experience is accessible and comfortable,
tailored to your needs as a person with disabilities and/or carer.

It is important to note that an official diagnosis or registration with Disability
Support Services is not a prerequisite for joining D&C. They are a diverse
group of students, including those who identify as disabled, neurodivergent
(e.g., autistic, ADHD), invisibly disabled (not all using mobility aids),
chronically ill, mentally ill, and carers assisting disabled individuals with daily
activities.

For those interested in connecting with fellow students or keeping up with
any updates, join the MSA D&C Collective Facebook group here and/or their
Instagram @msa.disabilities.
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Monash wants to give every student an opportunity for global immersion,
industry exposure, research engagement and volunteering, and they’ve
developed four “learning by doing” units that you should keep on your radar.

GIG (Global Immersion Guarantee)
If you know anyone in second year you may have heard them mention the
word GIG, this Monash unit is worth double the normal credit points (2 units),
the unit takes you to one of 8 countries where learn from local leaders about
their effort to human environmental impact and balancing this with economic
and social development. 
While on GIG you will be practically applying your degree and knowledge to
help combat some of the globe’s biggest challenges. You’ll engage with
individuals and organisations spearheading solutions to these challenges at the
local level, gaining a deeper understanding of the complexities and difficulties
faced with trying to implement these solutions. 
One of the amazing aspects of GIG is that this 2 week program is fully paid for!

You can find out more about GIG and how to apply here
  
MIG (Monash Innovation Guarantee)
The Monash Innovation Guarantee (MIG) is a transformative 3-week
interdisciplinary summer unit, collaboratively designed with industry partners
to cultivate skills and a mindset for leading innovative solutions to
contemporary challenges. Open to all disciplines, MIG empowers participants to
work in small teams, applying their expertise to address real-world challenges
set by industry partners, fostering a dynamic and purpose-driven learning
experience.

You can find out more about MIG and how to apply here
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RED (Research, Experimentation and Discovery)
Research, Experimentation, and Discovery (RED) is an intensive
interdisciplinary unit offered to second and third-year students,
providing an opportunity to engage with diverse research narratives
across Monash University and tackle global challenges. Open to all
faculties, RED is committed to inclusivity, addressing under-
representation, and invites students to bring their unique
perspectives, offering a transformative experience to those
considering research careers.

You can find out more about RED and how to apply here.

MVP (Monash Volunteering Program)
Volunteering in Practice (MON2000) is a new 6-credit point elective
unit available to students in eligible courses across all faculties at
Monash University, aiming to enhance participants' confidence and
capacity to contribute positively to society through active involvement
and leadership in volunteering activities. The unit integrates
conceptual frameworks and practical application, requiring a
minimum of 24 hours of volunteering in an approved organisation,
along with online modules and assessments to fulfil its requirements.

You can find out more about MVP and how to apply here.
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